
 
 

  

Diary Dates: 

Tuesday 2nd, Wednesday 

3rd & Thursday 4th 

December  

Christmas Production  

 

Friday 5th December  

B3 trip to Ash End Farm 

 

Monday 8th December  

Y2 Trip to Winter 

Wonderland 

 

Tuesday 9th December  

Y1 & 3 Trip to Snowdome 

 

Wednesday 10th 

December  

R1,2 & 3 Trip to Snowdome 

 

Thursday 11th December 

Christmas Jumper Day 

 

Monday 15th December 

Elf Day Christmas Fair 

 

Tuesday 16th December 

KS2 and Yellow 4 Christmas 

Dinner 

 

Wednesday 17th 

December 

KS1 and Sensory Classes 

Christmas Dinner 

 

Friday 19th December 

Class party day. 

End of Term  

 

Monday 6th January 

Inset day – School Closed 

to pupils 

 
You will receive more 

information about these 

events nearer to the time. 

 

Issue 4 November 2025 

 
  

Dear Parents and Carers 

As we move into the final weeks of the autumn term, I am 

delighted to share some of the wonderful experiences our 

school community has enjoyed recently. 

Earlier this month, we came together as a school to mark 

Remembrance Day, reflecting on the importance of 

remembering those who have served and sacrificed. It was 

a meaningful occasion for our pupils and staff alike. 

We also felt truly honoured to represent Two Rivers Primary 

School during Princess Kate’s visit to the National Arboretum. 

Being invited to take part in such a significant event was a 

privilege, and our pupils represented the school with pride. 

In addition, some of our classes had the opportunity to visit 

the theatre. This was a fantastic experience for the children 

- enjoying live entertainment and sharing the joy of being 

together outside the classroom. 

Looking ahead, we are excited for the festive season! Our 

Christmas production is always a highlight of the year, and 

we hope to see you there to celebrate with us. It promises 

to be a wonderful occasion filled with joy and creativity. 

Finally, a reminder that school will close for the Christmas 

break on Friday, 19th December, and we will return in the 

new year on Tuesday, 7th January for all pupils.   

Thank you for your continued support. We look forward to 

sharing more special moments with you as the term draws 

to a close.      Laura Slinn Headteacher 

 

  

 



 

 

We began November with Bonfire Night celebrations and enjoyed mark-making using different tools 

and media to create colourful patterns. We also launched our own rocket on the playground and 

loved the bubbles it created as it flew up into the air! 

We have also participated in World Nursery Rhyme Week and enjoyed lots of 

activities linked to some of our favourite songs. We made marks to The Wheels 

on the Bus, jumped with 5 Little Monkeys on the trampoline and enjoyed 

water play with 5 Little Ducks. The children also enjoyed using the interactive 

board to choose and activate nursery rhyme animations. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Finally, we continue to build familiar activities into our weekly routine, including Attention Autism 

sessions, our Therapy Afternoon and Forest School sessions. Amy has also created a lovely new 

outdoor library each Wednesday afternoon and the children have enjoyed choosing a book to 

take home or share with the adults at school. 

 

  

 

 

 



 

We have had a busy few weeks since half term, exploring different important events that have 

occurred.  

 

We have explored Remembrance Day with a visit from the National Arboretum, decorating stars 

and they shared a sensory story with us. We also made poppy wreaths to display  
  



 
In RE we have celebrated Diwali, the festival of light. We made Rangoli patterns on the computer 

and by using coloured rice.  

We have enjoyed MFL week, exploring France, Germany, Italy and Spain and trying foods from 

each country. We have enjoyed sensory stories, crafts and music to help us explore these different 

countries.  



 

  



 

 

We have had a lovely half term so far in Red 2. We are enjoying our new topic all about space. So 

far we have enjoyed sensory stories and lots of fun multi-sensory activities linked to space and the 

planet 

We have joined in with various whole school events, beginning with anti-bullying week. Red 2 

enjoyed joining in with odd socks day to support this, where we also explored bright colours 

practically and created our own design for socks using bright paint dabbers.  

We have also celebrated MFL week at school, where we have enjoyed exploring a different country 

every day. Highlights from this include creating flags and exploring cuisine’s from around the world 

- tres bien Rouge 2! 

We are really looking forward to 

celebrating Christmas together with 

our class and our families and look 

forward to you coming to watch us 

in the Christmas show.  

We hope you enjoy looking at our 

photos to see all the fun we have 

had. 

 



 

We have had a lovely half term so far in Yellow 1 and have enjoyed lots of activities based on our 

new topic ‘Frozen Planet’ 

In Geography we have been learning about seasons and have sorted key pictures and features 

according to the season they are linked with. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Art we are looking at creating abstract winter landscapes with paint, in the style of David 

Hockney. We have begun by experimenting with colour mixing and brush strokes. 

   

 

Tunnel In Winter, 

David Hockney 



 
In Science we have been looking at habitats. We have learnt that a habitat is an animals home 

and have sorted animals into key world habitats. We will continue to look at the features of animals 

and how they are suited to their habitat. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elsewhere, in our ‘My Happy Minds’ lessons, we have been 

looking at our character strengths. The children identified and 

created signs for the 5 character strengths and after a 

discussion identified which strength they think they are really 

strong at. We are so proud of Yellow 1 and all of their brilliant 

character strengths. 

 

 

 

 

We have been practising a lot for our Christmas dance in the production and can’t wait for you to 

see! We hope you enjoy looking at these photos to show all of the hard work we have been doing 

in school. 

 



 

 
This month in Yellow 2 we have been engaging well with our topic of celebrations. We have 

explored Remembrance Day, Children in Need, MFL week (where we enjoyed exploring Germany, 

France, Spain and Italy) and Bonfire Night. We have also enjoyed visiting Pooley Park as a part of 

our community visits. We have been busy practising for our Christmas Production and enjoyed 

winter themed Attention Autism sessions. 



 

 

November has been another busy and fun month in Yellow 3! We have loved our topic ‘Frozen 

Planet’ and have met lots of Arctic animals along the way.   

 

In English we have read some great books – Say Hello to Snowy Animals, Postman Bear and Dear 

Santa! The children enjoyed meeting lots of Arctic animals and choosing their favourite one. They 

also loved receiving a postcard from a polar bear and writing a reply back to him. Today we wrote 

letters to Santa and asked for our favourite things!      

  In maths we have been exploring subtraction, measuring and number bonds. Children have had 

lots of fun counting and building tower blocks and we linked this to our work about Remembrance 

Day.  

[ 

 



 
 

Science has been exciting 

because we have been 

looking at the different 

habitats that animals live 

in and we have focused 

on the Arctic to link to our 

topic. Children have learnt 

lots of facts about Arctic 

animals and have even 

freed some animals who 

got stuck in the ice!    
 

 

In history we found out about Guy Fawkes and why we have Bonfire Night. On Remembrance 

Day we watched a beautiful animation of a young rabbit hopping through the poppies and had 

a minute of silence. Children all added a flower to our remembrance wreath.  

We always love getting arty in Yellow 3 and we have learnt about the artist David Hockney – like 

us, he uses lots of colours and shapes.  

    



 

 
Yellow 4 have enjoyed exploring their topic of Frozen planets. We really enjoyed our wow starter 

day! We painted with ice, we enjoyed moving like different animals in our movement and music 

lesson and we loved our Sensory story!  

Yellow 4 have also enjoyed going on lots of 

Community Visits this half term and have been 

working hard on our independence skills. We have 

enjoyed going to the Park, we have been to Parky’s 

Farm to use the self-serve machines to have a 

milkshake and we have also enjoyed a trip to a local 

garden centre to see the Christmas lights.  

        



 

In science we have been working hard on our topic of habits. We explored different habitats 

through the story “We are going on a Polar bear hunt!” We also sorted different animals into the 

habitats that they live in.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Lights, Camera, Action 

Our topic this term is all about the history of film and cinema. We have been exploring how movies 

have changed over time and explored some iconic moments in film history. To celebrate, we held 

our very own cinema afternoon complete with cinema snacks. It was the perfect opening to our 

blockbuster topic! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blue 1 Science 

This term, Blue 1 have been exploring the fascinating world of electricity! We learned how circuits 

work and even built our own simple circuits using wires, bulbs, and batteries. The children were 

thrilled to see their bulbs light up as they completed the circuit. It was a hands-on way to bring 

science to life! 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 



 
English and Drama 

In English, we have focused on speech and how it brings characters to life. The class worked 

together to create their own play scripts, creating characters and adding dialogue. Alongside this, 

we have been practicing very hard for our upcoming play. Everyone has enjoyed acting out their 

scripts and watching their friends perform. We have had so much fun combining creativity and 

teamwork! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remembrance Day Celebrations 
With special visitors from the National Arboretum, we celebrated 

Remembrance day through interactive stories, arts and crafts, and holding 

a 2 minute silence.  

 



 

 
We have had a lovely half term so far in Blue 2. We are 

enjoying our new topic ‘Winter – festival of lights’. 

We began this topic by using all of our senses to explore 

fireworks – linked to Diwali and bonfire night. We also 

created some fireworks pictures by following key step 

instructions and choosing colours. 

 

We then continued to explore important events through Remembrance Day. We took part in a 

sensory story which told the key facts about remembrance; created a class wreath and 

participated in remembrance day events with the wider school community in the hall. 

 



 
 

We have also celebrated MFL week at school, where we have enjoyed exploring a different country 

every day. Highlights from this include painting flags and landmarks such as the Eiffel tower and 

leaning tower of Pisa, as well as exploring cuisine’s from around the world! 

We are so looking forward to celebrating Christmas together with our class and our families and 

look forward to you coming to watch us in the Christmas show. 

We hope you enjoy looking at our pho 



 

 

Bonfire Night  

We loved learning all about Bonfire Night, creating firework pictures and making delicious edible 

sparklers. We LOVED the melted chocolate. We spoke lots about how to stay safe around this 

special time of year.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Playscripts  

In English we have been crating our own plays using puppets and starting 

to record using our voice on talking tins and writing speech in bubbles.  



 
Wonderful Colour  

In Art we have been looking at the work of Mary Blair a fantastic Disney artist. She loved using bright 

colours for happy time and darker colours for sad times. We explored shades of the same colour by 

mixing paint.  

 

Circuits  

In science we have been learning all about circuits. We 

have named and labelled the important parts to 

complete a simple circuit. We even explored an energy 

stick.  



 

 
Blue 4 have started their new topic of lights, camera, action. Or this topic we are looking at the 

history of cinema. For our wow starter we turned the classrooms into a cinema where they were 

able to watch films and eat typical cinema snacks such as popcorn.  

 

In Science we have been looking at circuits, the children have been creating their own and 

enjoyed exploring different ways to make circuits and seeing what will happen when we add extra 

bulbs and batteries.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

We celebrated Remeberence day. Everyone went down into the hall where they were able to 

make their own poppies and learn about Rememberence day and why it is so important    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blue 4 have taken part in MFL week where we looked at different countries. We looked at different 

facts about the countries and learnt some words in their language. Blue 4 then tried some of the 

food that the countries are known for  

 



 

Our names are:  

 

 

 

 

 

With Christmas fast approaching and many of you buying toys for your children here are 

our Top 10 Tips for Toy Safety. 

 

1. Buy toys only from reputable outlets - look for the CE symbol or a UKCA mark 

2. Make sure the toy is suitable for the child – check the age range and look particularly 

carefully at suitability of computer games for older children 

3. Be particularly careful with toys for children under three 

4. Be wary of young children playing with older children's toys 

5. Check for loose hair and small parts, sharp edges and points 

6. Ensure that garden swings and slides are robust and are not a hazard 

7. Check toys regularly for wear and repair or dispose of them where necessary 

8. Keep play areas tidy 

9. Follow the instructions and warnings provided with the toy 

10. Always supervise your children when they are playing 

 

If you are buying electronic devices for you children please make sure 

that you set them up so that your child can stay safe when they are 

online.  

See the useful guide on the next page to help you with this.  

 

Richard Bryan,  

Designated Safeguarding 

Lead 
 

Sue Forest,  

Family Liaison 



 

 



 

Button Batteries are a particular risk!  

Be Aware! 
 

Button Batteries power everyday objects like car key fobs, remote controls and children's 

toys. Did you know that if they are swallowed they react with saliva and can badly injure 

or kill a child? 

 

 

To keep your children safe: 

 

➢ Store spare batteries securely, out of 

reach. 

➢ Know which toys/gadgets use button 

batteries. 

➢ Dispose of 'dead' button batteries 

immediately and safely - they still have 

enough power to do harm. 

➢ Teach older children the dangers - why 

they shouldn't play with them or give 

them to younger children. 

➢ Place strong tape over the battery 

compartment or remote control. 

➢ Symptoms may not be obvious. They 

include coughing, gagging, drooling or 

pointing to their throat or tummy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you think your child has swallowed a battery, take them straight 

to the nearest A&E department or call 999 for an ambulance. 

 



 

Two of our pupils were honoured to attend the Remembrance Day event at the Arboretum. This 

exclusive, invitation-only occasion was a truly VIP experience. Our pupils took part in a moving 

service of remembrance and had the opportunity to meet veterans and listen to their stories. They 

were even fortunate enough to be part of a special audience with the Princess of Wales! 

 



 

Mona has been spending more time in school learning about her environment and 

surrounding. She has been practising sit, down, paw and leave.



 

With the festive period approaching we would like to share some top tips for a calm and 

happy Christmas. 

 

Top Tips for a Calm and Happy Christmas 

The festive season is exciting, but it can also feel overwhelming for some children. Here 

are five simple tips to help keep things positive and calm over the holidays: 

1) Keep Some Routine 

Christmas often brings changes to our usual schedule, 

which can feel tricky for children who like predictability. Try 

to keep the basics the same—regular mealtimes and 

bedtimes can make a big difference. A little structure helps 

children feel safe and secure. 

2) Talk and Listen 

Feelings at Christmas can be mixed—joy, excitement, or 

even worry. Make time to talk with your child and listen 

carefully. Let them share how they feel without judgment. 

This builds trust and helps them feel understood. 

3) Manage Expectations 

It’s easy for children to imagine a “perfect” Christmas. 

Chat about what will happen—family visits, presents, and 

any changes to routine. Focus on fun experiences rather 

than gifts. If things don’t go exactly to plan, remind them 

that it’s okay. This helps build resilience. 

 

  

  

 

 



 
 

4) Try Mindful Moments 

Mindfulness can help children feel calm and in control. Here are some 

myHappyminds-inspired activities you can try at home: 

• Take 5 Breaths: Sit together and take five slow breaths in and out. 

Count them aloud to make it fun. 

• Gratitude Jar: Write down things you’re thankful for and pop them in a jar. Read 

them together on New Year’s Eve. 

• Happy Breathing: Imagine blowing up a balloon as you breathe in, and slowly let it 

out as you breathe out. 

• Mindful Colouring: Print a festive picture and colour slowly, noticing the colours and 

patterns. 

• Positive Self-Talk: Encourage your child to say, “I am kind,” “I am loved,” or “I can 

do this.” 

These simple practices help children feel calm, build resilience, and strengthen emotional 

wellbeing.  

 

5) Enjoy Time Together 

Above all, Christmas is about connection. Whether it’s playing a game, reading a story, or 

just sharing a cuddle, these moments matter most 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

As part of working with myhappyminds team in 

school and in the wider community we were invited 

to attend the ceremony for receiving the Kings 

Award for Wellbeing.  

 

As a school we have been looking at our Character 

Strengths in our sessions you can also find this on the 

parent app 

 

School council have met and they will be sending out a survey to the school about what 

food they would like to see at our Tuck Shop which will begin in January 2026 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To Try 

To try, forefinger moves away from body. 

You can see how to do the sign here: 

https://www.youtube.com/@makatoncharity 

 

 

 

Congratulations to: 

Yellow 4 & Blue 2 

 

You have the best    

Attendance for November 

 

 

 

Group % Attend 

PURPLE 92.1% 

RED 1 90.6% 

RED 2 89.5% 

RED 3 84.9% 

YELLOW 1  90.1% 

YELLOW 2 91.3% 

YELLOW 3 96.9% 

YELLOW 4 97.9% 

BLUE 1 95.4% 

BLUE 2 97.9% 

BLUE 3 94.7% 

BLUE 4 93% 

 

https://www.youtube.com/@makatoncharity


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Changes have been made to how our school is 

monitored. We have included the below guide to 

help keep you up to date with these changes.  

 

 

 

Previous Framework 

Under the previous ‘Education Inspection Framework’, schools were evaluated across 

these areas: 

- Quality of education 

- Behaviour and attitudes 

- Personal development 

- Early Years (where applicable) 

- Sixth form (where applicable) 

- Leadership and management 

 

The previous series of judgements ranged from ‘inadequate’ to ‘outstanding’.  

 
Inadequate 

 

 
Requires 

improvement 

 
Good 

 
Outstanding 

 

 

 



 

New Framework 

From November 2025, a new Education Inspection Framework came into effect. Under this 

updated framework, schools will be assessed against a broader set of criteria than before. 

These areas of evaluation now include: 

- Safeguarding  

- Inclusion 

- Curriculum and teaching 

- Achievement 

- Attendance and behaviour 

- Personal development and well-being 

- Early years (where applicable)  

- Post-16 provision (where applicable) 

- Leadership and governance 

Alongside the new framework, a revised evaluation system has been introduced. Instead 

of using the term ‘judgements’, schools will now be awarded ‘grades’. These grades range 

from ‘Urgent Improvement’ to ‘Exceptional’. 

 

Urgent 

improvement 

 

Needs attention 

 

Expected 

standard 

 

Strong standard 

 

Exceptional 

Additional information: 

- ‘Safeguarding’ will be graded as either ‘Met’, or ‘Not met’. 

- Under the previous framework, achieving a ‘Good’ judgement was based on a best-fit 

approach. This meant that a school did not need to meet every single criteria to be 

awarded the ‘Good’ judgement. In contrast, the new framework introduces a ‘secure fit’ 

model for the ‘Expected standard’ grade. Schools must now meet all the specified criteria 

to achieve this grade. As a result, the ‘Expected standard’ represents a higher benchmark 

than the former ‘Good’ judgement. 

- The new ‘Strong standard’ grade is broadly comparable to the previous ‘Outstanding’ 

judgement. The introduction of the ‘Exceptional’ grade sets an even higher benchmark, 

representing a level of excellence beyond what was previously considered ‘Outstanding’.  



 
 



 

 


