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Diary Dates:

Wednesday 19 th
November

Stay & Play 0 Contact
Sue Forest to book your
space.

Tuesday 2nd,
Wednesday 3 ™ &
Thursday 4t December
Christmas Production
KS1& Sensory

Wednesday 10 th
December
R1 & 3 Snowdome Trip

Tuesday 16th December
KS2 and Yellow 4
Christmas Dinner

Wednesday 17th
December

KS1 and Sensory Classes
Christmas Dinner

Friday 19th December
Class party day.

You will receive more
information about these
events nearer to the time.
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Headteacher's message

Welcome to our October  newsletter. It has been another
busy month for school with children enjoying community
visits and seasonal craftt We have also enjoyed the
opportunity to welcome parents into school for a variety of
events.

Thank you for your attendance at our  Mental He alth &
Wellbeing Café and the McMillan coffee morning . Thanks
to your generous donations we raised a total for £268.75 for
McMillan.

We had an excellent turn out for parents evening, and we

are thankful that you were able to take the time to visit
school and di scuss yltosctear fromithe d
parents/ carers questionnaire that these opportunities are
welcomed and the su  pport that school provides in the hall

is also useful.

Thanks for all the Harvest Festival donations, we were really
pleased to be able to add an additional table to our
harvest display this year 0 the children enjoyed a special
assembly led by the Foodb ank and were able to see their
donations going directly to the Foodbank following this
assembly.

Thanks Laura Slinn - Headteacher




Early Years

October has seen the arrival of Autumn and we have been celebrating Harvest 0 we dug
deep and harvested our own drdsti Sdha and enjoyed somea b |
messy play with pumpkins.




We have also continued our O6Ourselvesd topic
looking at photos of familiar faces 0 both at home and at school. Lots of the children

recognised their family members and they have loved looking at photos of their new school
friends too.

The children have also been working hard to develop new skills and build their engagement

with our continuous provision, working with the adults to learn how to play appropriately
with different toys and activities.
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Red 1 & 3

The children have ¢ ontinued to familiarise themselves with our classroom routines and have been
engaging beautifully with their | earning. We ha
enjoyed celebrating our whole school celebration 0 Use and Apply Pattern. We have ex plored
pattern using technology, art and outdoor patterns

-

In English we have been exploring a non  -fiction text about minibeasts as well as the sensory story
The Gruffalo. Red 1 have been enjoy ing a sensory storyof We dr e Goi ng o n andadoea
massage to The Gruffalo. Red 3 have made salt dough minibeasts using autumnal natural
resources, answering comprehension questions and finding pictures of them in books
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Red 1 and Red 3 have enjoyed exploring shape and number in maths. Red 1 have been exploring
number songs, touch counting and making 1:1 correspondence and exploring 2D shapes. Red 3
have been creating images using shapes, looking for shapes around school and also finding the

number of edges of 2D shapes.




Red 2 have settled well this half term and have
our two sensory stories 0Deolnldyt, pMNel |Iyyodura nfdi négHeerl |
enjoyed the multi -sensory items for these stories such as different foods like jelly, meringue and
beans, different materials, water sprayers and mirrors.

We have enjoyed our interventions and therapies such as a ttention autism, play box, musical
communication and intensive interaction. In PE this half term we have practised our throwing and
catching skills as well as our balancing skills.

We have enjoyed getting to know each other in activities with the parachute , songs and bubble
games.

We have made lots of crafts over this half term such as creating abstract self -portraits using a variety
of tools such as pens, paints, chalk and a variety of brushes. We have als ocreated our

friends hiingourmaedeints.u s




Yellow 1

During PE lessons we have been practicing our turn taking skills and listening to instructions. The
children have been working together to do their activities and showing an understanding of each
other. They particularly enjoyed using the parachute and playing tales.
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In Maths we have been looking at measure and using language such as larger or smaller. The
children have practiced measuring different things in the classroom, and some have been
measuring at home. They have used different tools to measure and d iscussing how good they are.
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During Geography lessons the children have been looking at the local area and vehicles that are
seen in most. They completed tally charts and asked peers to find out the most popular.

In Art, students looked at moving pictures and made their own version on computers, they chose
the backgrounds themselves and commented on them.
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Yellow 2

This Month Yellow 2 have been exploring Autumn! We had an amazing time on our trip to
the pumpkin patch, where we picked our own pumpkins and then enjoyed carving and
exploring their messy insides.

We have enjoyed our forest school sessions with B ianca, where we collected Autumnal
objects and raced conkers down the conker run.

We have enjoyed exploring ICT equipment where we have practised mark making on the

IWB, choosing and listening to  Tonies on the Tonie box and creating patterns on the IPAD.

o




Yellow 3

October has been such a busy and fun month in Yellow 3! We have continued with our
topic 6Journeysd afadventuesiabonghhaway.l ot s

I n English we have read a new book <calll
have enjoyed talking about it and making
the bus!d and O6Dondt Ibets!tthe jigsaw driv
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In maths we have been exploring measuring and length and have worked hard to order
objects by size and height. We have had lots of fun looking for 2D and 3D shapes in the
classroom and outside. This week we have been counting money and matching and

labelling coins from 1p to £2.




Science has been exciting because we have been looking at things that go fast and slow
and things that are magnetic and nonmagnetic. Children loved finding out what was
magnetic in the classroom and grabbing as m any paper clips as they could!

French the i |l earned how to s
them saying '

Children enjoyed going around school in geography to ask their friends what their favourite
mode of transport was and the favourite by far was a car!

We still love getting arty in Yellow 3 and have explored more paint, glitter, glue and making
collages. We have used autumn leaves and conkers to make some interesting shapes and
patterns.
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Yellow 4

Maths
This week in our maths lessons we have been exploring different types of patterns as part of our

Endeavour using and applying week! We have created patterns on the IWB, made our own art
patterns and incorporated patterns into our Outdoor learning!

«Menu Level I: Complete the Pattern ‘ [
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Independence skills

As part of our work on the
independence curriculum, we have
been looking at some personal
care skills. We explored washing the
dolls, washing our own faces and
learning about cleaning our teeth.




Blue 1 have had a fantastic first half term exploring everything Ancient Egypt. As part of our WOW
starter, we created an Egyptian death mask and had great fun working collaboratively to turn each

other in to toilet paper mummies. In English, we have writt en our own Egyptian explorer stories
incorporating an impressive range of adjectives and verbs. In Art & DT we have sewn our very own
khayamiya inspired blanket using running stitch. Fantastic work Blue 1!

Ol ympic Herobds Healthy Eating
We were very excited to welcome Olympian Emma Finucane
and Paralympian Laura Sugar to school who came to talk to

us about keeping fit and healthy, and working hard to
accomplish our goals. Blue 1
a PE style workout, explored lots of dif ferent fruits and
vegetables in a food tasting session and even had an
opportunity to wear an Olympic medal!
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Fun at the Pumpkin Paddock

Blue 1 had lots of fun visiting the pumpkin paddock at Planters
garden centre for our first school trip of the year. All the children had
the opportunity to pick their own pumpkin from the paddock, carve

their own unique designs, and take part in lots of fun games. Well
done Blue 1, we are very impressed with your carving skills!




Blue 2 have had a busy October we have enjoyed visits to
Pooley Park as part of our community outings, we have been
working hard on taking turns on the equipment, as part of PE
we have been exploring the concept of throwing, catching,
rolling, climbing, balancing and jumping. The children enjoy
their active sessions!

We have also been working hard on our independence skills of making

a drin k for ourselves in the morning, and have been learning not to
overfill the jug and cup. Blue 2 also love to be creative and have been
making hot air balloons, traffic lights, self-portraits and colouring
activities on the screen.

During one of our forest school sessions we enjoyed going up to look
after the animals on our farm, we fed and changed the water for the
chickens, and had a stroke of the rabbits. We have also been working
hard on our maths and writing skills. We took part in yellow for mental
he alth day and explored messy play with custard and sweetcorn on
the outdoor tuff spot - some children enjoyed this and others were not
impressed!!

We were also very lucky to have a visit from an ambulance as part of
our PSHE topic of people who help us, th e children all had a sit on the
ambulance and some coped well with listening to the sirens.




October has been a busy month for Blue 3 with our topic of Egyptians.

With our topic of Egyptians, we have explored each Egyptian god and goddess and what they are
the gods of. We have matched diff erent Egyptian pictures and some of us have even wrote the
words to match. We have also explored Egyptian hieroglyphics by spelling our names.




In Art we have practiced our fine motor skills by using a needle and thread to start sewing a stitch
as we will be using this skill to sew our Egyptian patterns.

In science we have been understanding the bones in the human body and whe re each one goes.
Which we then created our own human skeleton which we have put on display in our class.




In maths we have been exploring all the different coins up to £5 note. We have been counting using
1ps and adding up how much money we have i n each jar.
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This month we also had pattern week we explored
names. We have explored outside and made patterns outdoors with leaves. We have chosen our

own paints to create a pattern on a scarf. In our computing we used 2Paint to create amazing

different patterns.
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Blue 4 have been working really hard in all their subjects whilst looking at our topic of Ancient Egypt.

In English we have been focusi ng on our story of Egyptian Cinderella. We have explored the story
and created ways to help us remember how it goes. We have looked at non -fiction and fiction
books and have created our own Cinderellads sl ipfper

adjectives to describe them.

In maths Blue 4 have looked at sequencing numbers
and biggest and smallest. We have been able to
build different towers with blocks and looked if we
could build some taller than other objects such as
tables and teachers.



We have also had our Endeavour to learn pattern week where we focused on patterns and
incorporated them into our lessons. In maths we were able to complete given patterns and in art
we created our own patterns in our mindful rainbow.




Safe and Well News with Richard and Sue

Our names are:

Richard Bryan,
Designated Safeguarding
Lead

Sue Forest,
Family Liaison

During the October Half Term Holiday many of you will be celebrating Halloween and Bonfire Night
with your children, so we thought  we would remind you of how to keep everyone safe on these
occasions.

We hope you have a lovely half term!
Staffordshire Fire and Rescue Service about  Bonfire Night Safety

Remember, remember to celebrate safely!

Bonfire night can be great fun for all the family but it is important that you celebrate

We are appealing to everyone to take great care on bonfire night.

We'd encourage you to attend an organised displayed instead of having fireworks at home. If you
do choose to have a display at home plea se make sure you follow the firework code.

ltds a fact that many accidents are caused by i mp| o]
show that more children than adults get hurt by fireworks.

The Firework Code

Watching fireworks is popular and f  un. But fireworks are explosives and potentially dangerous, so
they need careful handling and storage.

Only buy fireworks that are CE marked. S/
Dondt drink alcohol if setting off*\A‘
-
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Keep fireworks in a closed box.
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Follow the instructions on each fi  rework. \ /?

Light them at armdés |l ength, using a (apec:



Stand well back.

Never go near a firework that i : en
Never put fireworks in your pocket or throw them.

Always supervise children around  fireworks.

Light sparklers one at a time and wear gloves.

Never give sparklers to a child under five.

Keep pets indoors.

Dondt set off noisy fireworks | ate d
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Bonfire Safety Tips

We dondt recommend havigamenadhepamdasilyget out of hagdandrspread
quickly to hedges, overhanging trees and garages, even to the house.

If you do decide to have one please follow our advice here.

If you are having a bonfire discuss it with your neighbours beforehand.

D o rt lduild a bonfire too far in advance of the day as it can encourage anti -social behaviour.

Build the bonfire away from sheds, fences and trees.

Check there are no cables (for example telephone wires) above the bonfire.

Ensure there is a suitable barrier ar ound the bonfire to keep spectators at least five metres

away.

Always check that no children or animals are hiding in the bonfire before lighting.

Donot burn aerosol s, batteries, tyres, cCamargtier
produce toxic fu mes and some containers may explode, causing injury.

Donot use petrol, paraffin, di esel , whit e i it
Keep some buckets of water nearby in case of an emergency and to damp down after the

event.

Sparkler Safety Tips

These are often viewed as harmless but they do burn at fierce temperatures and can easily cause
injuries.
Light sparklers one at a time.
Supervise children with sparklers and never give them to children under five.
Make sure everyone handling sparkler s wears gloves.
Hol d sparklers at armds | ength while being |itf.
Dondt wave sparklers about close to other peoqfl e
Never hold a baby in your arms while you are holding a sparkler.
When you have finished with the sparkler put it in a bucket of cold wate



Sign of the Week

Red

Use your index finger to swipe across your lip.

You can see how to do the sign here:

https://www.youtube.com/@makatoncharity

Whole Class Attendance

Group

% Attend

PURPLE

95.8%

RED 1

95.5%

RED 2

94.2%

RED 3

94.7%

YELLOW 1

91.7%

YELLOW 2

93.6%

YELLOW 3

92.7%

YELLOW 4

100%

BLUE 1

89.8%

BLUE 2

95.8%

BLUE 3

93.9%

BLUE 4

94.6%
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Congratulations to:

Yellow 4
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You have the best

Attendance for October

EVERY

SCHOOL DAY
ICOUNTS



https://www.youtube.com/@makatoncharity

Wellbeing

Thishalf term we are focusing on our mental health. Here are some top tips for maintaining good
mental health.

1. Co n n e cWitk the people around, you. With family, friends, colleagues and neighbours. At
home, work, school or in your local community. Think of these as the cornerstones of your life and
invest time in developing them. Building these connections will support and enrich you every day.
2.Beact i We for a walk or run. Step outside. Cycle. Play a game. Garden. Dance. Exercising
makes you feel good. Most importantly, discover a physical activity you enjoy and that suits your
level of mobility and fitness.

3. Take not i dBe éurious. Cat ch sight of the beautiful. Remark on the unusual. Notice the
changing seasons. Savour the moment, whether you are walking to work, eating lunch or talking to
friends. Be aware of the world around you and what you are feeling. Reflecting on your experiences

will help you appreciate what matters to you.

4. Keep | e ar n iTny goénething new. Rediscover an old interest. Sign up for that course. Take on
a different responsibility at work. Fix a bike. Learn to play an instrument or how to cook your favourite
food. Set a challenge you enjoy achieving. Learning new things will make you more confident as
well as being fun.

5. Give é Do something nice for a friend, or a stranger. Thank someone. Smile. Volunteer your time.
Join a community group. Look out, as well as in . Seeing yourself, and your happiness, as linked to
the wider community can be incredibly rewarding and creates connections with the people

around you.
Foresight Mental Capital and Wellbeing Project (2008). Final Project report. The Government Office for Science, London.




